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The Lenten journey is a risky trip. Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, 
to take up the cross and to follow him. And then he leads us to a 
place outside of the camp, right there where marginalized people 

are, those who are not accepted; 
yes, not even seen by the healthy 
and wealthy people who are in the 
centers of power. 

There – at the cross – where our 
dreams of a life without suffering, 
failures and frustrations are 
blocked, we experience the holy 
God. In Jesus, God includes all hu-
mankind into one body, the body 
of Christ, given for the salvation of 

the world. In Christ, the marginalized become stakeholders for the 
new community, which is a foretaste of heaven in a broken world. 

I am excited that United Methodists take the risk to follow Jesus to 
places outside their comfort zones. In the sanctuary of the United 
Methodist church in Bremerhaven, Germany is a “portable” cross. 
One Sunday every month, the congregation takes the cross to a 
place somewhere in the city. They worship in a park, at the river 
bank or in the cemetery. People join them. They listen to the invi-
tation to lay down their burden at the cross. Some take the cour-
age to enter the chapel next Sunday. They become a part of a 
diverse community of those who need others and who need Christ 
to find their way to meaningful lives. There is tremendous growth 
in that congregation. 

It would be much more convenient to worship in the chapel every 
Sunday. But neither the longstanding United Methodists nor the 
inhabitants of the city of Bremerhaven would experience that 
Christ is out there in the public arena amongst those who struggle 
with all kinds of challenges. 

Other United Methodist churches in my area are longing to be-
come as vital as the church in Bremerhaven. The pastor of that 
church tells his people and those who ask him how their church 
could grow, “You have to give yourself up in order to receive 
new life in Christ!” This is the Lenten journey. Let us start the trip. 

By Rosemarie Wenner, Council of Bishops feature, www.umc.org 

 
The Lenten Journey  

PLEASE JOIN US: 

9:45am Sunday School 

10:55am  

Worship Service 

Everyone is invited! 

Sunday Celebration 

March 3, 9:45am  

Coffee, juice & donuts are 

served 

 

Palm Sunday Service: 

March 24 

Good Friday Service: 

March 29 

Easter Service: 

March 31 

 



The Lord is 

my strength 

and my 

might; he 

has become 

my 

salvation.  

There are 

glad songs 

of victory in 

the tents of 

the 

righteous: 

“The right 

hand of the 

Lord does 

valiantly; 

the right 

hand of the 

Lord is 

exalted; the 

right hand 

of the Lord 

does 

valiantly.”  

I shall not 

die, but I 

shall live, 

and recount 

the deeds of 

the Lord. 

Psalm 118: 

14-17 

Message from the Pastor  
Reflections on Lent and Easter 

As I look around at the 16 inches of snow we have gratefully received over the past week, everything is still 

and white.  We now know that March means nature will be busy budding and flowering. 

 

Lent is the time in the Christian year for us to be still and receive the changes God is busy preparing in our 

hearts, so that we might go forth and flower in the lives of others. 

 

Christi found this article by Dan R. Dick, which may enrich us to be seeds of promise that reap disciples of 

faith.  Many times we want to race to Easter, but the metaphor of the seed might help us to embrace Lent: 

 

Seeds need soil, water, sun, and nutrients to sprout and grow.  As Christians we need things that help us 

grow as well.  We need comfort, security, challenge, inspiration, learning, and service if we are to develop 

into seeds that produce discipleship.  This comes through prayer, study, worship, fellowship, and service.  

 

Seeds can not be rushed.  There is no need to yell at them to make them hurry!  In God’s plan, the time 

things take are the right time.  We live in a world of instant gratification.  Seeds teach us that we need to be 

patient and learn to wait.  Christian formation is a process of seed-like growth. 

 

Seeds grow at different rates, some quickly like a desert flower.  Others take longer like a giant redwood tree.  

Christians are no different.  We do not have to all have the same experiences or believe in all the ’right’ 

things.  God works in each seed in his own way.  Belief and inquiry deepen into devotion and discipleship.  

Learning and following evolve into teaching and healing.  Growth within the community of faith matures 

into a life of service in the world. 

 

Each seed is a product of previous generations and contains within it a genetic code for the future.  The 

Word of God is the information we contain, passed down throughout the ages and preserved in us for the 

future.  It holds the power to transform us.  When we give ourselves time to grow, we unleash the God-given 

power to become mature Christian disciples. 

 

And finally, seeds have a purpose larger than themselves.  Growth is not the purpose of the seed.  New seeds 

are the purpose of a seed.  Transformation never happens for its own sake.  Christians may never content 

themselves with growing in their own knowledge and love of God.  We grow and share in grace for a reason, 

and that reason is something much larger than any individual’s needs. 

 

The lessons of the seed help us see Lent, not as a time of sacrifice and 

denial, but as a time of preparation and anticipation…preparation for the 

work to which God calls us and anticipation of the fullness of life that 

God promises.  Dan R. Dick shares this lesson quite well. 

 

May you have a blessed Lent that leads to a flowering Easter.  God Bless 

you.   

March Bible Verses 

March 3—Third Sunday in Lent 

 Isaiah 55: 1-9 

 Psalm 63: 1-8 

 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 

 Luke 13: 1-9 
 

March 10—Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 Joshua 5: 9-12 

 Psalm 32 

 2 Corinthians 5: 16-21 

 Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 
 

March 17—Fifth Sunday in Lent 

 Isaiah 43: 16-21 

 Psalm 126 

 Philippians 3: 4b-14 

 John 12: 1-8 

                            

March 24—Palm/Passion Sunday 
 Luke 19: 28-40 

 Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 

 Isaiah 50: 4-9a 

 Psalm 31: 9-16 

 Philippians 2: 5-11 

 Luke 23: 1-49 
 

March 31—Easter Sunday 
 Acts 10: 34-43 

 Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 

 1 Corinthians 15: 19-26 

 John 20: 1-8 or Luke 24: 1-12 

 



Jesus said to 

her, “ Do not 

hold on to 

me, because 

I have not 

yet ascended 

to the 

Father.  But 

go to my 

brothers and 

say to them, 

‘I am 

ascending to 

my Father 

and your 

Father, to 

my God and 

your God.’”  

Mary 

Magdalene 

went and 

announced 

to the 

disciples, “I 

have seen 

the Lord”. 

John 20: 17-

18a 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Thank you to our UMW volunteers 

who provided Mexican casseroles, sal-

ad, chips and dips for the OPSU Wes-

ley Foundation lunch on Tuesday, Feb. 

19.  We served around 225 students 

and community members and received 

countless blessings from our involve-

ment with this important ministry. 

 Thank you to George Freeman, who has 

agreed to serve as the Chairperson of the 

TUMC Board of Trustees. 

 Our next “big” project will be replacing the 

Fellowship Hall carpet.  Look for more news 

and views soon! 

 Don’t forget to pick up your March/April 

edition of the Upper Room and Devo 

magazines.  The Upper Room also offers a 

phone app so you can carry your daily devo-

tional with you! 

  

MARCH MILESTONES! 

Happy Birthday… 

 Charly Roach—7th 

 Kayla Yates—21st 

 Rose Baber—28th 

    Ken Woodward—31st 

 

 

 

     

Happy Anniversary… 

Scott and Tamahara Burdge—12    

Bob and Sue Fleming—15th 

 

 

Please keep our list up-to-date; contact Christi 

Roach, 580-423-7231 with information. 

The Story Behind Your Favorite Hymns 

When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross     #298 UMH 

Words: Isaac Watts, 1707, (Gal. 6:14) 

Music: Anon.; arr. by Edward Miller, 1790 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, demands 

my soul, my life, my all.  

 

Many have called this hymn by Isaac Watts 

the greatest hymn in the English language.  

When Watts contemplated the cross he 

saw all his accomplishments as nothing.  

He refers to Galatians 6:14, “God forbid 

that I should glory, save in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (KJV), then vividly de-

scribes the suffering of Jesus by directing 

the attention to the head, hands, and feet 

of Jesus.  Watts believed that Jesus de-

mands from us “my soul, my life, my all.”  

This is a most meaningful hymn for use on 

Good Friday. 

  

 

 

Please mark your calendar with 

the 2013 Blood Drive dates: 

  April 15 

  June 17 

  August 19 

  October 21 

  December 16 



Texhoma 
United 
Methodist 
Church 

PO Box 446 
300 West Main 
Texhoma, OK 73949 
 

Church Phone:  
580-423-7231 
Parsonage Phone:  
580-423-7460 

Prayer List 
Please keep these special requests in your heart  and mind this month. 

Joyce Allard 

Kevin Allard 

Frank Baber 

Velma Barton 

Carol Beck 

Barb Brown 

John Butler 

Christine Cluck 

Mike & Mary Coffey 

Sandy Crosse 

Marvin Elliot 

Niki Erickson 

The Eslinger family 

Nick Evans 

Mima Hale 

Kinley Hall 

Scottie Hopson 

Vernie Jenkins 

Nancy Julian 

Denise Keylon 

George Merry 

Sawyer Meyer 

Tina Mills 

Retta Norris 

Manuel Padilla 

Paula Palmer 

Wade Pugh 

Sam Smith 

Brad Teegarden 

Sue Ann Thomas 

Roy Thompson 

Ann Welch 

Josie Willis 

Cameron Wolf 

Our Military Men & Women 

 
PRAY FOR PEACE and 
FOR OUR MISSIONARIES 
SERVING THE 
WORLD 
 
 

 

THANK 
YOU 
LORD, FOR MOISTURE! 
 

NURSING HOMES: 

Glenda Ruth Berry 
Lora Church 
Maxine Dawson 
Yvonne Elliott 
Alice Hollis (Weatherford, TX) 
Donna Millard 
 

If you know of anyone who needs to be added 
or if this list needs to be edited, please contact 
Steve at the church office: (580) 423-7231 or 
(405) 747-4959 cell. 

We’re on the web! 

www.texhomaumc.org 

An Irish Blessing 

A wish that every day for you will 

be happy from the start and may 

you always have good luck and a 

song within your heart.  

 

 


